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DONNA GRANATA

dear Students:

i am so glad that you are interested in learning 
more about Ventura and its local government. in 
the next few weeks you will discover new things 
about your city and ways to get more involved in 
making Ventura a cool place.

traditionally civics classes focus on national govern-
ment without much mention of state or local govern-
ments.  Local government has the ability to make the 
biggest impact on your day-to-day life. i hope that 
by the time you finish this guide you will know how 
important and critical your voice is in shaping your city!

Ventura’s city council and i want to make Ventura a great place for you to 
enjoy life and go to school. Any time you have ideas about how we can do 
that better, please contact me at city Hall at 654-7740 or send an email to  
citymanager@cityofventura.net. Just like classrooms, local government can 
always benefit from new ideas.  And who better to provide input than young 
citizens with a fresh outlook?

Good luck in your “Learning About Ventura” activities.  i look forward to 
your involvement as a student today and as an educated voter in the future.   
You are Ventura’s next leaders!

Sincerely,

rick cole, city Manager
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What is a City? 

A city is a local unit of government 
formed by its residents in order to 
provide services such as public safety, 
land use control and recreation.

Why do cities exist?  
cities exist …

•	 So	people	from	our	own	
community can work with each 
other instead of with strangers 
miles away.

•	 So	we	can	decide	for	ourselves	
what our community should 
look like.

•	 So	we	can	be	protected	by	our	
own services like police, fire and 
street maintenance.

•	 So	we	can	decide	how	to	
make and spend money in the 
community (like having control 
over your own allowance 
instead of your parents telling 
you how to spend it!)

Types of Cities

in california, there are two kinds of 
cities: charter and General law.

Ventura is a charter city. only 85 of the 
470 california cities are chartered.  these 
cities were created and they operate 
today under a special state law that 
applies only to their own cities. A city 
charter can only be changed by a vote of 
the people and not by the city council. 
charter cities can customize their 
organization and elective offices to fit 
with unique local circumstances.

cities run under General law are 
governed by state law that allows 
incorporation of a city in general. When 
a new city incorporates under these 
general provisions, it is called a “general 
law” city.
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What is a Charter?

A written document 
that creates and defines 
powers, rights and 
privileges for a specific 
organization like a city.

Ventura is a city in 
Ventura county and 
it is the county seat.   
Most states are divided into sections 
called counties, and each has its own 
government.  each county has cities and 
towns with their own governments.  
Local government is elected by the 
citizens it protects and serves.

Did you know?

there are 10 city Governments within 
the Ventura county government.  they 
are; camarillo, fillmore, Moorpark, ojai, 
oxnard, Port Hueneme, Santa Paula, Simi 
Valley, thousand oaks and Ventura.

Ventura’s History as a City

the city of Ventura is one of the 
oldest settlements on the Pacific coast 
and home to the San buenaventura 
Mission founded in 1782. the california 
Legislature incorporated Ventura on 
March 10, 1866 – our city’s birthday!

the first charter of the city was prepared 
and proposed by a board of freeholders 
elected october 13, 1931. the charter 
was ratified and adopted by the electors 
on January 7, 1932, and approved by the 
State Legislature on January 26, 1933.
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Where in the United States is the County of Ventura? 
Shade in Ventura county.

Government 
Government is the system or form by 
which a community or other political 
unit is managed.

Participate in Your City 
Ventura’s city councilmembers get 
together on Monday nights at city Hall 
at 7 pm. they talk about important 
issues happening in our city.   All 
meetings are open to the public and can 
be watched at home on channel 15.

Do you have a great idea for the City? 

Speak up! You, as a member of the 
public, have the opportunity to share 
your suggestions at all public meetings.  
Have an adult bring you to city Hall 
and have your voice heard! 

Community  
A community is a group of people 
who live together in one area and 
share the same government.
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Ventura’s City Structure

Council – City Manager  
Form of Government

the city of Ventura is a council-
manager form of government. Almost 
all california cities have selected the 
council-manager system, in which a 
professional manager, not an elected 
councilmember, handles most of the day-
to-day affairs of the city. After all, who 
couldn’t use a little extra-help managing 
the city and the 100,000+ citizens it 
serves. in california more than 440 of the 
470 cities operate under this system.

the voters of the city elect Ventura’s 
seven councilmembers. each 
councilmember represents the interests 
of the city and serves a four-year term. 
the role of Mayor and deputy Mayor 
is rotated every two years among the 
elected councilmembers.

the council enacts local laws, approves 
programs, adopts the budget and gives 
policy direction to the city manager. the 
council appoints, and may remove, the 

city Manager, who is responsible for day-
to-day operations, implementing city laws 
and directing the administrative operation 
of the city. the city Manager is tasked with 
advising city council on strategic direction 
for the city and responding to changing 
community needs.

the city of Ventura hires two of the 
principal officials of the city; the city 
Manager and the city Attorney. the city 
Manager is the administrative head of the 
city government chosen by the council 
without regard to political consideration 
and solely with reference to his/her 
qualifications. the city Attorney is the legal 
advisor of the council and all other city 
officials, boards and departments.

Understanding the Role of  
City of Ventura Departments

Let’s take a closer look at who does what. 
the city of Ventura operates its own: 

•	 Police	Department 
•	 Fire	Department 
•	 Community	Development	Department 
•	 Public	Works	Department 
•	 Community	Services	Department 
•	 Human	Resources	Department 
•	 Finance	and	Technology	Department 
•	 City	Manager’s	Department 
•	 City	Attorney’s	Office

it may help to think of the departments 
like an olympic team, every one relying 
on each other and committed to a 
winning performance.
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•	 Police – provides a variety of services 
including officers throughout 
the community, investigations, 
communications (9-1-1 calls) and  
crime prevention.

•	 Fire – includes firefighters as well 
as paramedics who provide full fire 
control, rescue and building inspection 
and safety.

•	 Community Development  
–responsible for planning and zoning 
(what can be built and where), 
economic development (new businesses) 
and housing and redevelopment.

•	 Public Works – takes care of city 
upkeep from recycling programs, park 
maintenance and tree planting, to 
water service and street paving.

•	 Community Services Department – 
creates community events and classes 
for all Ventura residents from youth to 
seniors.

•	 Human Resources – handles the 
hiring of employees and promotes 
Ventura as a great place to work.  
it also supports the personal and 
professional growth and success of 
employees.

•	 Finance and Technology – helps 
make sure the city manages its money 
honestly and plans successfully for the 
future. this department also takes 
care of all the city technology needs 
from employee computers to all  
city phones. 

•	 City Manager – includes the city 
Manager, civic engagement, and city 
clerk’s offices and provides overall 
organizational leadership to ensure 
the effective daily delivery of services, 
projects and programs for the  
entire city.

•	 City Attorney – provides legal advice 
to the council, city officials, boards 
and departments.

Most of the city departments are 
broken down into divisions with 

specific tasks and knowledge 
to better serve our community. 
All of these departments work 

closely together to make Ventura 
a wonderful place to live, work 

and do business.
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Follow Up Questions  
and Activities

1. What exact date is    
 Ventura’s birthday? 

 ____________________________

2. How old will the city   
 be on its next birthday?

 ____________________________

3. When are city council   
 meetings held?

 ____________________________

4.  Who is responsible for the  
 day-to-day operations of   
 the city?

 ____________________________

5.  do You know Your city   
 departments?  
 (Please write the name of the  
 department that corresponds  
 to the words below)

Street Paving __________________

Planning ______________________

Jobs  __________________________

Paramedics  ____________________

budgeting ___________________

Parks  _________________________

Police officers _________________

recycling ______________________

Swim Lessons __________________

6.   What are some the reasons   
 you like living in Ventura?   
 i like Ventura because 

 ____________________________

 ____________________________

 ____________________________

 ____________________________

 ____________________________

take a walking tour in your 
neighborhood and make a list  

of local city government  
services you observe. 

Activity  
for Home

vo·cab·u·lary
incorporation (in-kawr-puh-rey-shuh 
n) n. to unite or combine to form a single 
whole

implement (im-pluh-ment) v. to take 
steps to put into practice

administrative (ad-min-uh-strey-tive) 
n. the work involved in managing public 
affairs as distinguished from policy-
making.

6
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A General Plan is required by the state to 
spell out how all the land within the city 
will be used as the area develops.  

if everyone built whatever they wanted, 
wherever they wanted to, the results 
could be disastrous: Houses mixed in with 
noisy factories or under an airport flight 
path and inadequate roads and sewers to 
serve either homes or industry.

While our city continues to grow, there 
are planners who understand people’s 
needs for trees and parks and easy 
access to untouched open space.  We 
are creating bike and hiking trails, and 
requiring developers to build parks 
around new neighborhoods.

in order to build, a set of community 
designed guidelines called a General Plan 
is developed for each city. the following 
seven elements must be addressed in 
every general plan:

Planning the future of a city is a difficult task to accomplish in 
any city. deciding what our neighborhoods and communities 

should look like and feel like in the future is the type of  
issue you will often hear debated in Ventura. there  

are many opinions, we may not all agree on  
what to plan but the main tool the city  

uses to accomplish planning  
for the future is . . .  

drum roll,  
please! 

1. Land Use – Plans must show which 
location areas are designated for 
different uses like housing, retail 
business, manufacturing, agriculture, 
parks, open space and public facilities 
like schools and waste disposal sites.

2. Circulation – General Plans need to 
map out a transportation network 
showing where roads will be built, 
locations of rail lines and parking 
facilities. 

3. Housing – the plan must consider 
the community’s present and future 
housing needs. Housing needs to 
be made available for all economic 
sectors of the community.

4. Conservation – the use or 
preservation of resources such as 
agricultural land, water, timber  
and minerals must be included in  
general plans.

General Plan
the

What happens when my City grows?  
Effects of local government on your backyard and family

2
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General Plan
the

5. Open Space – Which land will remain 
undeveloped, which farmlands will be 
kept and where will large public use 
areas be located.

6. Noise – Sources of noise pollution, 
such as freeways or airports, are 
included in general plans. Ways to 
distribute noise problems within the 
city are also included.

7. Safety – the effects of potential 
emergencies such as earthquakes 
are analyzed and response plans are 
included to protect the public.

Ventura’s General Plan focuses on  
“Smart Growth” Principles

What is “smart growth?”

Smart Growth can be defined as 
development that avoids urban sprawl 
by reusing existing areas in new ways 
instead of building on new land.

Smart growth ideas:

•	 Respect	our	natural	surroundings	like	
our hillsides and agricultural land

•	 Preserve	our	historic	buildings	(like	
the Mission, city Hall and olivas 
Adobe)

•	 Encourage	new	investment	in	older	
areas

•	 Promote	downtown	revitalization

•	 Create	more	affordable	housing

Let’s look at an example and see how it works.  
A wonderful example of using a smart growth idea is the 
old Mayfair theater site. 

the location is now a building with 18 
housing units and parking within walking 
distance of downtown shopping. 

Before: Old Mayfair Theater

After: 18 New Housing Units

What happens when my City grows?  
Effects of local government on your backyard and family

2
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discuss what Smart Growth is with your 
parents and talk about why you think these 
ideas for development could help Ventura.

if we don’t take care of our city, then 
who will? cities are much more fun and 
enjoyable for everyone if we keep them 
looking nice and clean.

Mow our yards! Plant flowers! 
recycle!  Pull weeds!  
Pick up trash! Grow trees!
Paint houses and buildings! 
fix broken windows!

1. General Plan Elements  
Word Scramble

 isnoe _________________________

 napl __________________________

 aenvtur _______________________

 pnoe pasce ____________________

 dnal seu _______________________

2. What is one of the City of Ventura’s 
Smart Growth ideas for building in 
Ventura? __________________________

3. Beautifying Our City!

cities are beautiful places to live. city codes 
help new business development look nice by 
requiring landscaping and restricting the use 
of oversized signs. but we need to help by 
keeping our own homes and neighborhoods 
looking nice. 

in the next column is a list of things we 
can do to keep our city looking as good as 
possible. use the list to draw a picture of a 
house or a building that needs to be fixed up.   

Activity  
for Home

vo·cab·u·lary
access (ak-ses) n. permission or power to enter, 
approach, or make use of

inadequate (in-ad-i-kwit) adj. not enough or 
not good enough

revitalize (ree-vahyt-l-ahyz) v. to give new life 
or vigor to

What happens when my City grows?  
Effects of local government on your backyard and family

2
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Why isn’t there a park on every corner? 
Importance of a ”Green” City
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no matter how much we would like a park on every 
corner; we also have other needs in our city that 

have been decided on by the people. 

the people are the citizens of a city and citizens 
include “kids,” though kids don’t get to vote until 
they are older. Voting is one of the most important 

things that you can do in a democracy. below is  
the organizational tree for the city of Ventura  
with the citizens at the top. Government works  

for its citizens (and that includes you!)

Organizational Tree 
City of Ventura, California

An organizational tree shows 
the different departments where 
people work and who does which 
job. the city Manager is hired by 
the city council and is ultimately 
responsible for all operations 
of the city. A department head 
manages each city department. 

Ventura 
City 

Council

City Attorney’s
Office

City Manager’s
Office

Community 
Development
Department

Community 
Services

Department

Finance & 
Technology
Department

Fire
Department

Human 
Resources

Department

Police
Department

Public Works
Department

Citizens of 
Ventura 
More than 

100,000 people 
including “kids”
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How the Ventura Community  
Park Became Part of Ventura 

the story of how the Ventura  
community Park actually  

became a park explains the  
complexity of adding a park  

to our community.

first the community decided  
on the need for additional park 
space. then it was determined 

that no current city property was 
appropriate for this use. next a 
potential site at the corner of 
kimball road and telephone  

road was identified. 

in order to gain citizen  
approval for the park, a  
ballot measure to allow 

development was created  
for an election.  

 A majority of the citizens  
  voted for the park. finally  

the city was able to  
purchase the property and  

build the first phase of  
park.  Have you been to  
the “water” park at the  

Ventura community Park?  

As you can see this is not  
something that can happen 

overnight. this process took years.

Being a Green City

What color is your Ventura? blue 
as the Pacific? red as the Poinsettia 

(our official flower)? How about 
green? Here are some of the steps 

the city of Ventura is taking to 
protect our environment:

	•	 Recently	Ventura	reduced	
electricity usage by 25% in city 
facilities, saving money and 
reducing carbon emissions by 1.2 
million pounds per year. 

•	 By	investing	in	solar	and	other	
renewable forms of energy, the 
city has cut carbon emissions by 
3.1 million pounds a year. 

•	 By	using	hybrid	electric	vehicles,	
Ventura has reduced gasoline 
use by 1,500 gallons a year. 

•	 The	City	offers	and	expedites	
the plan-check process for new 
buildings and additions that 
meet national ”green building” 
standards. 

•	 Construction	is	underway	to	
improve water quality at Surfers 
Point by diverting dry weather 
runoff from the storm drain 
systems into the sewer system for 
treatment. 

•	 And	the	City	is	maintaining	the	
new community Park without 
pesticides and is working to 
eliminate pesticides in all parks 
within five years. 
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Does Recycling make  
a difference? YES!

each year, the materials recycled in the 
city of Ventura:

•	 Save	enough	energy	to	provide	the	
energy needs of 5,300 households.

•	 Reduce	greenhouse	gas	emission	by	
37,000 tons…the same as removing 
7,400 cars from the road.

•	 Reduce	the	amount	of	pollution	
emitted into the air by 899 tons.

•	 Reduce	the	amount	of	pollution	
emitted into the water by 147 tons 
and saved over 324,000 trees by 
recycling paper.

What is 
Recyclable in 
Ventura?

Help your family 
recycle by using the 
blue bin at home.

Newspapers – And everything that 
comes with it  – please put in a brown 
paper bag inside your recycle barrel.

Cardboard – corrugated cardboard 
cut into 3’ x 3’ pieces. boxes flattened 
and placed inside the barrel or next to 
it. brown shopping bags. egg cartons, 
cereal boxes (inserts removed.)

Metal Containers – All steel, tin and 
aluminum food & beverage containers 
(empty & clean, labels & lids okay.) 
Aluminum foil. (no scrap metals)

Magazines – All are okay including 
catalogs. Place loose in barrel.

Paper & Junk Mail – All types and colors 
of mixed paper. All junk mail including 
envelopes. 

Glass Containers – All crV glass 
containers. All other glass food and 
beverage containers (empty & clean, 
labels & lids okay.)

Plastics – ALL crV plastic containers. 
Plastics #1 through #7. rigid plastics 
(crates and buckets)

These items do not belong  
in your recycling bin:

 Styrofoam Plastic 
 Shopping bags flower Pots 
 Hoses  PVc Pipes

Did you know?

the city of Ventura offers a Household 

Hazardous Waste collection event for 

Ventura residents. 

call environmental Services at 

652-4525 for more info.
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Pack a No-Waste Lunch

•	 Use	a	lunch	box	or	reusable	sack.

•	 Pack	a	cloth	napkin	and	reusable	
utensils.

•	 Put	food	in	reusable	food	and	drink	
containers.

•	 Purchase	your	snacks	in	bulk	size	
and repack into individual reusable 
containers.

•	 Pack	fresh	fruit	since	it	doesn’t	require	
any additional packaging.

Reducing 
Your  

Waste

Did you know?

the Maintenance 
Yard at Sanjon 
road has 8,000 
square feet of 
solar electric 

panels.

trees and the city’s urban forest play a 
very important role in creating a healthy 
environment.

•	 Ventura’s	urban	forest	consists	of	120	
species totaling 175,000 trees.

•	 Privately	owned	trees	total	140,000.

•	 Publicly	owned	trees	are	found	in	
medians, parks and parkways,  
total 35,000.

City 
Tree 
Facts

Follow Up Questions & Activities

1. by using hybrid electric vehicles, 
Ventura has reduced gasoline use by 
how many gallons per year? _________

2. List three ways you can recycle  
at home.

 ___________________________________

 ___________________________________

 ___________________________________
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o	 use scratch paper   

o		reuse plastic containers 

o  Give old clothes to a  
thrift shop or a friend 

o  reuse wrapping paper  
and bows 

o  reuse grocery bags 

o  take your own bags to  
the grocery store 

o  donate old books to  
your classroom or library

o	 Set your printer to print  
on both sides 

o  Pack a no waste lunch 

3.  check off things you do at home to 
reduce the amount of trash you put 
into the garbage can: 

4.  check off things you do at home to 
reduce the amount of energy you use:

o	 turn off lights when  
not in use

o	 Wear an extra sweater 
and turn down the 
central heating

o	 Walk, ride a bike or go 
by bus or train

o	 carpool

o	 Plan your errands to 
avoid multiple trips and 
wasting gas

o	 resolve never to throw 
out hazardous waste 
like cans, paint, oil and 
batteries

o	 open the refrigerator as 
little as possible

o	 Ask your parents to use 
long life light bulbs  
at home
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5. recycling Word Search  find and circle the words  
 in the box below!

 D  E  A  G  N  C  O  N  C  R  E  T  E  P  T 

 R  M  O  T  O  R  O  I  L  S  F  Q  S  I  C 

 U  W  F  Z  K  L  U  O  T  N  X  S  R  H  O 

 V  L  F  C  J  Z  D  G  W  A  I  E  T  D  R 

 R  T  I N C  A  N  S  L  C  S  I  A  A  R 

 E  S  C  O  P  P  E  R  N  M  M  B  C  E  U 

 P  H  E  G  X  O  Z  O  W  U  E  V  L  L  G 

 A  D  P  A  P  E  R  S  Q  N  T    A  T  L  A 

 P  L  A  S  T  I  C  S  W  I  A  J L  Z  T 

 S  T  P  I  Z  U  H  T  O  M  L  M  A  W  E 

 W  B  E  C  U  B  D  E  O  U  S  I  H  R  D 

 E  G  R  A  G  S  T  E  D  L  N  D  P  Z  S 

 N  F  D  A  W  A  O  L  E  A  V  E  S  P  Q 

 C  E  O  X  S  U  H  A  J  C  H  C  A  R  S 

 E  C  T  A  S  S  A  L  G  F  T  Z  I  N  C

Words to search for:

iron  tin cans  Leaves  Wood

Steel  Glass  brass  cars 

Jars  copper  tires  rags 

Zinc  Plastics  Paper  Gold

Asphalt  newspaper  Lead 

concrete  corrugated  Metals 

Motor oil  office Paper  Aluminum cans

Activity  
for Home

Visit one of Ventura’s many parks and 
enjoy the beauty and nature around you. 
When you are there think of  new ways 
you can help the environment as  
an individual.

hybrid (hahy-brid) n. something of mixed origin 
or composition

emission (i-mish-uhn) n. to throw or give off  
or out

expedite (ek-spi-dahyt) v. to speed up the 
process or progress of

vo·cab·u·lary
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Where Ventura’s water comes from and where it goes
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the city provides drinking water to 
more than 102,000 people through 
three water sources: the Ventura 
river, Lake casitas and local 
groundwater wells. this water is 
purified and then is pumped to the 
tap at your school and home.

Ventura’s Water system is made 
up of more than 350 miles of 
pipeline, 3 water treatment 
plants, 23 pump stations and  
26 reservoirs.  

the city’s water laboratory 
monitors water quality  
every day.

 What is Wastewater?

Wastewater is all the water 
that leaves our homes, schools 
and businesses. it is the water 
from our toilets, dishwashers, 
showers, etc. this is some of 
the water that runs under the 
manholes all over town in a 
system of underground pipes. 

Venturans generate 
approximately 9 million 
gallons of wastewater per 
day, which is carried in these 
pipes to the Ventura Water 
reclamation facility,  
1400 Spinnaker drive, located 

Ventura’sWater
in the Ventura Harbor area near 
the mouth of the Santa clara 
river. Wastewater 
is treated and then 
reused for irrigation 
or discharged into the 
nearby estuary.

Water that runs 
directly into the gutter goes to 
the storm drain and goes directly 
to our ocean. We must be careful 
what we allow down the storm 
drains, like runoff from car 
washing, which can pollute our 
ocean with oil.

Ways You Can Stop  
Stormwater Runoff

•	 Don’t	over	
water your 
lawn and 
plants

•	 Wash	cars	at	
a carwash 
that recycles their water

•	 Don’t	pour	anything	into	the	
storm drains besides water

Ways to Conserve Water 

•	 Turn	off	the	water	when	
brushing your teeth

•	 Take	short	showers

•	 Run	only	full	loads	of	laundry
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FACT: More water is used in the 
bathroom than any other place in the 
home.

ACTION: turn off the water when you 
brush your teeth. install low-flow toilets, 
shower heads and faucet aerators and 
you’ll save thousands of gallons/liters of 
water a year. it’s a savings that should 
reduce your parent’s water bill.

FACT: today there are many more people 
using the same amount of water we used 
100 years ago.

ACTION: don’t waste water. 
use it wisely and cut back 
wherever you can.

FACT: A dripping faucet 
can waste up to 2,000 
gallons/7,600 liters of water 
a year. A leaky toilet can waste as much 
as 200 gallons/260 liters of water a day.

ACTION: Ask your parents to check your 
plumbing and repair any leaks as soon as 
possible.

FACT: Lead in household plumbing can 
get into your water.

ACTION: find out if your pipes are lead 
or if lead solder was used to connect the 

pipes. if you have lead in your plumbing 
system, when you turn on the tap for 
drinking or cooking, let the water run 
until it’s cold. never use water from the 
hot tap for cooking or drinking.

FACT: What’s dumped on the ground, 
poured down the drain, or tossed in 
the trash can pollute the sources of our 
drinking water.

ACTION: take used motor oil and other 
automotive fluids to an automotive 
service center that recycles them. Shop 
at automotive centers and stores that 
accept batteries for recycling. take 
leftover paint, solvents, and toxic 
household products to special collection 
centers.

FACT: on average, 50% - 70% of 
household water is used 
outdoors for watering lawns 
and gardens.

ACTION: Make the most of 
the water you use outdoors by 
never watering at the hottest 
times of the day or when it’s 
windy. turnoff your sprinklers 
when it’s raining. Plant low-water use 
grasses and shrubs to reduce your lawn 
watering by 20% - 50%.



Be Hydro-LogicaL
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Flushed Away! 
Where Ventura’s water comes from and where it goes

4
WEEK

FACT: Lawn and garden pesticides and 
fertilizers can pollute the water.

ACTION: reduce your use of pesticides 
and fertilizers and look for safer 
alternatives to control weeds and bugs. 
for example, geraniums repel Japanese 
beetles; garlic and mint repel aphids; and 
marigolds repel whiteflies.

FACT: Your city government and state 
officials regularly make decisions that 
affect the quality of your drinking water 
resources.

ACTION: As the population grows and 
housing and businesses expand, attend 
local planning and zoning meetings 
and ask what’s being done to protect 
water resources from contamination. Let 
elected officials know that you expect 
them to use their hydro-logic to protect 
the water.

FACT: Public water utilities regularly test 
the quality of the drinking water they 
provide to customers.

ACTION: call your water utility and ask 
for a copy of their latest water quality 
report. 

because we need water to live, it is 
important to conserve as much water as 
we can. 

Follow Up Questions & Activities

1. Ventura’s Water system is made up of 
about ______ miles of pipeline.

2. name Ventura’s three water sources:

 the __________ river, Lake __________

 and _______________________ wells.

3.  Water Word Scramble Game 

Put the letters in the right order to 
complete the sentence: 

All living things need _______________ 
(tawer) to live. 

When water evaporates, it travels into 
the air and becomes part of a 

_______________. (dlocu) 

Less than 1% of all the water on the

earth is _______________ (sefrh) water.

We _______________ (ikrdn) water in the 
liquid form.

check for leaks and save hundreds of

_______________ (allogns) of water a 
day.

You’ll save water by taking a quick 

_______________ (howser).

Wash bikes and cars with a 

_______________ (kecbut) and sponge 
instead of a running hose.

Ask your _______________ (mfaiyl) to look 
for ways to save water.
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4
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4. infrastructure Word Search

infrastructure is a word used to describe 

many of the public facilities built to make 

life better for people. Some of these 

things include: streets and bridges, water 

treatment plants, sanitary sewer systems, 

storm water sewers, electrical plants 

(including power lines), phone systems 

and even the internet connection to your 

computer!

infrastructure connects the various buildings 

in cities, thereby allowing people to live and 

run businesses in cities like Ventura!

I N F R A S T R U C T U R E A S D F J K L P S O S 

A E I O U Q W V V I N V E O M E M T S E P T E E L

O L S A N I T A R y S E W E R M E P L I O E R E L

M E T J L M N O P T R S T U V M L J B P y L V I M

H P C X K L E O N R R X A S Z M A N E I R E y T N

B U I A D I N G E A E N T U N A N C E I C C I I L

R S B R B C T W W A T E R T R E A T M E N T E M A

I Q W I L L E N E N G I N E E R I N G E L R O L E

D D R I y S E E M X L M E P H O N E L y I I M T S

G N O P M R S T U V M L J K L O y I A I M C M L y 

E V H R C X K L E B N M T y X A S W M I L I E J R

y M O M O I M N G H I P M W C H I B R U M T I I R

M T H P C X K L E B N M T y G A S Z M I L y E R U

S H P B Q I A D I N G B A I N T Z N A N C E E R L

A S T R E E T S M L C F H V P U B L I C W O R K S

5. List three ways you can conserve water 
at home.

1. ________________________________

2. ________________________________

3. ________________________________

find and circle the words in the box 
below! Hint: the words go up, down, 
across and diagonally.

vo·cab·u·lary
pesticide (pes-tuh-sahyd) n. a substance used to 
destroy plants or pests

contamination (kuhn-tam-uh-ney-shuhn) 
v. to make impure or unfit for use by adding 
something harmful or unpleasant

conserve (kuhn-surv) n. to avoid wasteful or 
destructive use of: use carefully

infrastructure
Sanitary Sewer

Slurry Seal
Water treatment

bridge
Public Works

cable
Streets 

engineering 
electricity

Phone  
Storm Sewer

Words to look for:
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How can you and the City communicate? 
Becoming an active citizen

5
WEEK

Participating in your community’s civic 
life enables you to influence decisions 
that affect the lives of your family and 
neighbors. Your participation gives you 
the opportunity to make Ventura a 
better place not only now, but for the 
generations to come.

As an educated citizen you can be part of 
a strong democracy and continue to use 
your skills as you become an adult. You 
are responsible and in charge as a citizen, 
as a student, as a taxpayer, as a voter, as 
a worker, as an investor, as a member of 
today’s generation of students and as 
a member of the future generations of 
leaders. Your city belongs to you!

Ventura
Belongs to You!

Keeping in Touch with  
Your City Day & Night

thanks to modern technology it is 
easy for the city to communicate with 
residents at all times of the day through 
the city’s website 

www.cityofventura.net 

•	 City Website – A resource to research 
and answer your questions about 
your city government

•	 CM Blog – the city Manager weblog 
keeps residents up-to-date on current 
city issues

•	 My Ventura Access – Your 24/7 way to 
communicate your concerns online
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Becoming an active citizen

5
WEEK

What’s A Kid to Do? 
Get Involved in Your City! 
below are several other ways you can 
learn more about what is going on in your 
city:

•	 ReaD “My Ventura” our city’s tri-
annual magazine that 
features city news, 
recreation classes 
and events.  the local 
newspapers are also a 
good source to help you 
learn about current events.

•	 WatCh  VtV channel 15, Ventura’s 
local public access television station 
(cAPS), to see city council, 
Planning commission and 
other public meetings as 
well as city connection 
– a monthly program 
featuring city programs 
and services.

•	 VIeW live and archived meetings & 
programs right from your computer! 
Go to www.cityofventura.net and 
click ”video“, then choose whichever 
meeting or program you’d like to view.

•	 help raise money to build additional 
sports fields at the Ventura community 
Park through the “Give today, Play 
forever!” fundraising campaign.

•	 paRtICIpate in the city’s Annual 
Photo contest that seeks photographs 
of Ventura to be used in city 
publications and on the city’s website.

the city of Ventura encourages citizens 
to get involved in their community. 
below are several quick ways you can do 
that this year.

•	 Call 677-3914 to request a speaker 
from the city’s Speakers bureau about 
various city issues and 
projects for your civic 
group, neighborhood 
organization or PtA.

•	 emaIl webmaster@ci.ventura.ca.us 
and let us know what you would 

like to see on the city’s 
website at  
www.cityofventura.net

•	 VolunteeR! for more 
information, call 652-4555 or email 
volunteersforventura@cityofventura.
net. We need volunteers for city 
events, to help beautify parks and 
beaches, and help with various other 
areas of the city.

•	 Vote! When you are 
old enough, vote! in 
the meantime, tell the 
adults you know to 
vote. if they are not 
registered have them 
contact the county of 
Ventura elections division at  
654-2781 or 800 South Victoria, 
Ventura, cA 93009. 



2.  Write down three ways you can get involved in your city.
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How can you and the City communicate? 
Becoming an active citizen

5
WEEK

vo·cab·u·lary

Activity  
for Home

Log onto the city’s website at 
www.cityofventura.net and check out 
the current issue on the cM blog. talk 
with your parents about their thoughts 
on the issue.

enable (en-ey-buh l) v. to make possible, 
practical, or easy

democracy (di-mok-ruh-see) n. government by 
the people; especially: rule of the majority

bureau (byoor-oh) n. a division of a 
government department or an independent 
administrative unit

Follow Up Questions & Activities

1. What is the city of Ventura’s website

 address? __________________________

1. 
2. 
3. 



What is Public Art?

Why Do We Need  
Public Art?

Is There Such a Thing as BAD Art?

How Does the City 
Pay for Public Art?
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Field Trip to explore City Hall 
Meet the Mayor and learn about public art

6
WEEK

Public Art is any work of  
art located in a place where anyone 
can see it.  Public art has  existed since 
cavemen began drawing on cave walls. 
Monuments and statues, like the father 
Serra statue in front of city Hall, are 
examples of public art. Public art can be 
just about anything an artist can dream 
up. You can find public art in parks and 
on bus shelters, buildings and trails 
throughout Ventura.

Public art gives a city its unique 
personality. it also reminds us of our 
history and expresses what is important 
or interesting to a community. Public 
art officially began in Ventura in 1991 
and since that time 81 pieces have been 
installed all over Ventura.

every time the city spends money 
to build something new or improve 
something that already exists, a small 
part of the money budgeted for the 
project (2%) is set aside for adding 
artistic elements.  Visit these locations 
and you’ll see some of the city’s new 
public art pieces:  “Parabolic flight” 
at the olivas Adobe, “Movement” at 
Montalvo Hill Park and “the big Swing” 
at the buenaventura Golf course. 

if you like a painting that everyone 
else thinks is bad, are you wrong? not 
at all! When it comes to art, everyone 
is entitled to his or her own opinion.   
Art appreciation is a matter of one’s 
individual taste and preference.  

vo·cab·u·lary
unique (yoo-neek) n. unusual, remarkable,  
one of a kind

installed (in-stawl) v. to set in position

The City of Ventura is fortunate to have many pieces 

of public art throughout the City. Ventura has an 

84-piece collection of paintings and sculptures on 

display in the hallways  

of City Hall, which  

you will have the  

opportunity to  

enjoy when your  

class tours City Hall.

”PARAbOlic FliGhT” by wAyNe heAly

”The biG swiNG” by michAel sTuTz
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Meet the Mayor and learn about public art

6
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Vote

do you know 
American 
citizens have 
more freedom 
than people in 
most countries 
worldwide? in 
the united States, if there’s something 
you don’t like about your neighborhood 
or community you have the power to 
change it. How? Voting!

You can do your part to support freedom 
and democracy by registering and voting. 
the power of the vote is one of the 
cornerstones of democracy. it’s easy to do 
and it really does make a difference.

Elections

california’s democracy 
relies on free and open 
elections to determine 
the important issues 
and make the important 
decisions. When voters go to the polls on 
election day their ballots represent history 
in the making.

M
umble • Grumble • C

omplain • Wallo

w

 • H
ope • Despair • W

orr
y

Important City Government 
Officeholders

The Mayor

the Mayor can be the single most 
influential person in a community, 
but this power in most cases is more a 
result of the individual’s personality and 
leadership qualities than of any legal 
powers ascribed to the office itself. 

in california, only 
Los Angeles and San 
francisco directly elect 
mayors whose functions 
are entirely executive 
and who are not also 
members of their city 
councils. 

in all other california cities, including 
Ventura, the Mayor is a voting member 
of the city council, but with few powers 
beyond those of the other elected 
members.

mAyOR chRisTy weiR
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Meet the Mayor and learn about public art

6
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Follow Up Questions & Activities

1. true or false - Ventura’s mayor is 
elected as mayor by voters of Ventura.

 ___________________________________

2. Who is the current mayor of Ventura?

 ___________________________________

3. What do you think is the best reason

 to vote?____________________________

4. of the different city employees you 
met on the tour, which of their jobs 
most interested you and why? 

 ___________________________________

 ___________________________________

 ___________________________________

 ___________________________________

 ___________________________________

 ___________________________________

Elected  
Representatives

“Government of the  
people, for the people  

and by the people”  
means, first and  

foremost, the people who  
are elected to office are 

directly accountable to voters.

together the Mayor and the 
other councilmembers form 

 the governing body. the 
governing body passes laws,  

and approves the city’s 
budget. the city Manager 

sees that all laws are 
enforced. He/ she has the 

authority to hire, promote, 
and fire employees of the city. 

the city Manager submits 
a budget for the city to the 

council. He or she makes 
recommendations to the 

governing body concerning 
the city.

Ask your parents why they vote or why 
not? discuss an issue on a past election 

that made an impact on them.

cornerstone (kawr-ner-stohn) n. something of 
basic importance

polls (pohls) n. the place where votes are cast or 
recorded

influential (in-floo-en-shuh l) n. a person 
with the act or power of producing an effect 
indirectly or without apparent use of force or 
exercise of command

vo·cab·u·laryActivity  
for Home
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